MINUTES of a PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING held at
TOWN HALL, Felixstowe, on Wednesday 14 May 2025 at 9.30am

PRESENT: CliIr S Bird (Chairman) Clir J Candy
Clir N Barber ClIr C Franklin
Clir S Bennett Clir B Price

OFFICERS: Mr A Tadjrishi (Town Clerk)
Mrs S Morrison (Planning Administration Assistant)

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr A Clark, Design and Technical Director Bloor Homes Eastern
Clir D Aitchison
1 member of the public (via Zoom)

536. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

None.

537. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Clir A Folley, Clir M Morris and
Cllr S Wiles.

538. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following Other Registerable Interests, to which no matters on the agenda
were directly related, were noted:

Member(s) Minute No. | Nature of Interest

Cllr S Bennett Al Other registerable interests (as a Member
Clir J Candy of East Suffolk Council)

Clir S Bennett All Other registerable interests (as Members of
Clir S Bird Suffolk County Council)

539. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning & Environment
Committee meeting held on 30 April 2025 be confirmed as a true record.

540. BLOOR HOMES: LINK ROAD & DEVELOPMENT

The Chairman welcomed Mr Alex Clark, Design and Technical Director of Bloor
Homes Eastern, and invited him to address the Committee. Mr Clark provided an
update on the progress of the North Walton development and the anticipated
opening of the Link Road.
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Mr Clark noted that his last attendance had been approximately 18 months ago

and provided a summary of recent developments, some of which the Committee
would have seen through planning updates. These included amendments to the
Reserved Matters application and an increase in housing numbers achieved by

replacing larger homes with smaller family units.

Mr Clark also referenced changes to the Section 106 Agreement to ensure that
the £380,000 contribution remained in place, albeit linked to a lower number of
housing completions.

Mr Clark commended the good communication between the developer,
contractors, Suffolk Highways, and the Town Council, which had enabled the
best possible delivery of the Candlet Road roundabout, despite the disruption it
had inevitably caused.

Mr Clark commented on the unusual nature of the highway drainage scheme,
which incorporated rain gardens as part of a Sustainable Urban Drainage
System (SUDS), offering a more environmentally sustainable solution.

Mr Clark reported that the southern roundabout on Walton High Street was
currently undergoing its first-year maintenance review and Road Safety Audit
Stage 3 (RSA3). Subject to a satisfactory outcome, the roundabout would be
adopted by Suffolk County Council Highways. The audit included assessments
during school drop-off and pick-up times.

Mr Clark confirmed that the Link Road would have a 30mph speed limit and that
parking would be prohibited along its length.

In response to a Member’s query about the roundabout's capacity, Mr Clark
confirmed that it had been built in accordance with Suffolk County Council
specifications, with limited scope for deviation.

Members welcomed the level of planting observed on site and asked whether
this would be adequately maintained. Mr Clark confirmed that maintenance of
the grass and trees would remain the responsibility of Bloor Homes.

Mr Clark advised that the Link Road was expected to open by the end of July, as
the main foundations and roofs on the southern side of the development would
be complete, eliminating the need for haulage across the road. Any future
haulage required for the northern side would be managed accordingly.

Mr Clark undertook to return to the Committee following the opening of the Link
Road to provide a further update. Members thanked him for his attendance and
the helpful update.

RESOLVED that the update from Bloor Homes Eastern be noted.
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541.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Committee considered the following planning applications received since
the last meeting and RESOLVED to submit the following recommendations
to East Suffolk Council:

DC/25/1596/FUL | Replacement Dwelling
Ferry Beach Felixstowe Ferry

Committee recommended APPROVAL. We have considered this
design in detail and believe that this replacement dwelling has been
very thoroughly and sympathetically designed. We believe that it will
be no more visually intrusive than the previous dwelling and therefore
complies with SCLP policy 5.3 para. (c). Furthermore, we welcome the
range of flood resilience measures incorporated into the design and
therefore feel that this application conforms with SCLP policy 9.5. We
also welcome the provision of an air source heat pump and PV panels
and therefore feel that the application complies with SCLP policy 9.2.

DC/25/1671/FUL | Replace existing windows with UPVC windows
The Chapel Maybush Lane

Committee recommended REFUSAL. Whilst we recognise that this is
not a listed building, we believe it is a building of significant character
and historical importance in the Conservation Area. Furthermore, the
application is vague and incomplete and, in particular, does not
specifically state whether or how the two stained glass windows are to
be replaced. We therefore feel that this application does not comply
with SCLP policy 11.5 para. (b), (c) and (e); and the Conservation and
Listed Building Act (1990) Section 72.

DC/24/2048/ARM | Approval of Reserved Matters for Outline Planning
Permission granted under DC/24/0773/VOC (Variation of Condition No. 11
of Hybrid Permission DC/21/0541/FUL) - Appearance, Landscaping,
Layout & Scale of the redevelopment and extension of retained sports hall
to provide an indoor bowls facility and cricket pitch with pavilion, ball
mitigation fencing, parking, landscaping and associated works. Request to
discharge conditions 13 (lighting), 16b (noise) and 30b (drainage) of
DC/24/0773/VOC for matters relating to the outline consent.

Former Felixstowe International College Garrison Lane

Committee recommended APPROVAL.
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DC/25/1686/P3MA | Prior Notification - Change of use from Commercial,
Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwellinghouses (Use Class C3) -
We will incorporate the part of the property that was used as a display
room - The only work that has already been completed is to reinstate the
door connecting the display room to the main house. The old display room
will now be used a front hallway / cloak room as it would have been before
it was changed.

127 Undercliff Road West

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/25/1688/TCA | 1no. Honey Locust (red circle on plan) - Fell
Beauty Therapy 30 Maybush

Committee OBJECTED to this notification. Committee believe that
there is no valid reason for the felling of this tree.

DC/25/1753/TCA | 1no. Eucalyptus (T1 on plan) - Fell
Harvest House Cobbold Road

Committee had NO OBJECTION to the work proposed subject to the
guidance of the East Suffolk Council’s Arboricultural Officer.

DC/25/1818/TCA | 1no. Group of European Olives (marked on plan) -
Reduce in height by 2 metres
3 Beach Road East

Committee had NO OBJECTION to the work proposed subject to the
guidance of the East Suffolk Council’s Arboricultural Officer.

542. PLANNING DECISIONS

RESOLVED the decisions on planning applications by East Suffolk Council
notified to the Town Council since the previous meeting be noted.

543. CORRESPONDENCE

Committee noted correspondence on a new pavement licence for Hamilton Road
Fish and Chips at 175 Hamilton Road. There were no objections.

544. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 11.29pm. It was noted that the next meeting was
scheduled to take place on Wednesday 28" May 2025 at 9.30am.

Date:

Chairman:
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