43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

MINUTES of a PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING held at
TOWN HALL, Felixstowe, on Wednesday 11 June 2025 at 9.30am

PRESENT: Clir S Bird (Chairman)

Clir N Barber Clir A Folley
Clir S Bennett Clir C Franklin
Clir J Candy Clir B Price

OFFICERS: Mr A Tadjrishi (Town Clerk)
Mrs S Morrison (Planning Administration Assistant)

IN ATTENDANCE: 3 members of the public (via Zoom)

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

None.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Clir D Aitchison and Clir M Morris.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following Other Registerable Interests, to which no matters on the agenda
were directly related, were noted:

Member(s) Minute No. | Nature of Interest
Clir S Bennett Other registerable interests (as a Member of
Clir J Candy All :

East Suffolk Council)
Clir A Folley
Clir S Bennett All Other registerable interests (as a Member of
Clir S Bird Suffolk County Council)

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning & Environment
Committee meeting held on 28 May 2025 be confirmed as a true record.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Committee considered the following planning applications received since
the last meeting and RESOLVED to submit the following recommendations
to East Suffolk Council:

DC/25/1726/ARM | Approval of Reserved Matters of DC/24/1020/OUT -
Outline Application (All Matters Reserved) - Demolition of Auction House
and erection of 7 dwellings

Diamond Mills Auction House Orwell Road
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Committee recommended REFUSAL. Whilst we welcome the
development of this redundant site into much needed housing, we
believe that the parking provision is wholly inadequate and fails to
meet SCC Highways guidance, in particular the proposed dwellings
are all 4 bedroom which will potentially attract households with more
than one car. Whilst accepting that the SCC guidance may not be fully
met we would expect the site to be redesigned with additional parking
availability.

DC/25/1434/ADI | llluminated Advertisement Consent - signage including
x2 Sainsbury's Fascia Signs, x2 Argos Flex Signs, x1 Store Totem Sign,
B | x1 Pedestrian Totem Sign, x1 ATM Surround Sign, x1 ATM Projecting
Sign, x1 Welcome Wall Sign and Lightbox and various car park signage.
East Of England Co-Op Supermarket 189 Hamilton Road

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/25/2068/FUL | Porch and rear extension, new roof to garage forming
C | conversion to habitable space
Windyridge 35 Manor Terrace

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/25/1898/FUL | Single storey side extension

D 1 Parkeston Road
Committee recommended APPROVAL.
E DC/25/2024/FUL | Front extension
22 Colneis Road

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/25/2052/FUL | Increase of width of dropped curb and access
F alterations
5 South Hill

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/25/2057/TPO | 1no. Sweet chestnut (T1 on plan) - Pollard by 3
G metres

67 Tower Road
Committee OBJECTED to this work on the grounds that it appears
that the tree has been pollarded relatively recently and does not
require further work at this time.
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48.

49.
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PLANNING DECISIONS

RESOLVED the decisions on planning applications by East Suffolk Council
notified to the Town Council since the previous meeting be noted.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FEASIBILITY WORKING GROUP — REPORT AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Chairman reported on, and the Committee considered, the interim report of
the Neighbourhood Plan Feasibility Working Group.

Members expressed appreciation for the detailed work undertaken by the
Working Group and acknowledged the considerable time and effort spent in
evaluating the feasibility of producing a Neighbourhood Plan for Felixstowe.

A wide-ranging and constructive debate followed, with Members discussing the
potential benefits of a Neighbourhood Plan alongside the challenges and timing
considerations identified in the report.

The Committee was keen to ensure that the Council carefully considers the
concept of a Neighbourhood Plan, which it agreed could bring long-term value to
the town. However, Members also felt it important not to raise unrealistic
expectations around immediate delivery, particularly in light of upcoming
uncertainties, including the East Suffolk Local Plan Review and the proposed
reorganisation of local government structures in Suffolk.

Members agreed that a Neighbourhood Plan was a good idea in principle, but
identified two key challenges to commencing the process at this time:

1. The Town Council’s current priorities in the context of the proposed Unitary
Authority reorganisation; and

2. The forthcoming review of the East Suffolk Local Plan.

It was anticipated that, under the guidance of the Planning & Environment
Committee, the NP Feasibility Working Group would reconvene in Autumn 2025
- around October - as Members felt it important that, should the project proceed,
meaningful progress could, and should, be made prior to the 2027 elections.

In the meantime, Councillors should be encouraged to note emerging community
aspirations for how the town might be improved and consider how this could
translate into a meaningful Neighbourhood Plan. It was suggested that a
facilitated workshop for all Councillors—similar to those held for the Business
Plan review at Broadway House—would be helpful prior to the Working Group
reconvening. This could be used to gauge Council priorities both for a potential
Neighbourhood Plan and for future service delivery in light of Unitary Authority
changes.

Members emphasised that any public consultation on NP themes or priorities, if
undertaken in the interim, should be carefully framed as informal and
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exploratory. A light-touch consultation approach, publicised through the Autumn
edition of the Town Council’s magazine, was considered an appropriate means
of engaging residents without creating premature expectations.

Following discussion, it was RESOLVED to endorse the recommendations
of the Working Group and RECOMMENDED to Council that it should, in
principle, support the development of a Neighbourhood Plan for
Felixstowe, subject to the following conditions:

i. establishing a clear ambition for what the Plan is intended to
achieve;

ii. identifying a dedicated Steering Group and a local champion to lead
the process;

iii. allocating appropriate resources, including officer time and budget
provision;

iv. commissioning professional planning consultancy support; and

v. reassessing priorities in light of the forthcoming Local Plan Review
and any confirmed changes to local government structures in
Suffolk.

50. CORRESPONDENCE

The following was reported as correspondence:

a) Clir Candy advised that she had called in application DC/25/1814/FUL — 76
Links Avenue in her capacity as ESC Ward Member as some additional
concerns had been raised in objection to the application.

b) Pavement licence for Thrive Lifestyle to have 4 tables and 8 chairs in front
of the premises at 34 Orwell Road daily from 9:30am to 17:30.
Members were content with the application and it was noted that,
should this application be granted, the licence will last for 2 years
under the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2024.

RESOLVED that the correspondence be noted.
51. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 11.35am. It was noted that the next meeting was
scheduled to take place on Wednesday 25" June 2025 at 9.30am.

Date: Chairman:
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