MINUTES of the CIVIC & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE meeting held at Felixstowe

Town Hall on Wednesday 19 October 2016 at 7.30pm

PRESENT: ClIr D Savage (Chairman) Cllr Jan Garfield (Mayor ex-officio)
Clir S Gallant (Vice-Chairman) Cllr Jon Garfield
Clir S Bloomfield Clir T Green
Clir P Coleman Cllr S Wiles

OFFICERS: Mr A Tadjrishi (Town Clerk)

273.

274.

275.

276.

277.

278.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr K Williams.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Member(s) Minute No. | Nature of Interest

Clir P Coleman

Clir S Gallant All Local Non-Pecuniary (as Members of Suffolk
Clir T Green Coastal District Council)

Cllr D Savage

REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION

There were none.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Civic & Community Committee
meeting held on 21 September 2016 be signed as a true record.

CIVIC & COMMUNITY BUDGET REPORT

The Committee considered a summary and detailed report showing income and
expenditure against budget to 7 October 2016.

RESOLVED that the Budget Report to 7 October 2016 be received and
noted as presented with no other action required at this time.

FELIXSTOWE IN FLOWER REPORT

Committee considered the report on the 2016 Felixstowe in Flower initiative
and awards.

Members paid tribute to the Council’'s Cemetery & Allotments Officer, Mrs Sue
Faversham, for her excellent work which had resulted in another successful
year of floral displays in the town.
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279.

Members made suggestions about how to raise the profile of the initiative and
ways to promote the event more widely for 2017. It was agreed that a social
media campaign should be used to complement

Other enhancements, such as new award categories and the sponsoring of
prizes, were discussed and it was agreed that a Working Group should be set
up to look at ways of enhancing the event for 2017.

Members commented on the high quality of the new style displays that had
been introduced in the shared space area in 2016. It was agreed that, subject
to confirmation by the Council’s grounds’ team that they would ensure the
health of the flowers would not be adversely affected, watering could be
undertaken by Council staff every other day during Felixstowe in Flower 2017,
removing the need for an additional watering contract. The savings made on
the cost of watering could be put towards new Holestar style planters and floral
displays.

It was RESOLVED that:

i. aWorking Group, comprising the Council’s Cemetery & Allotments
Officer and Councillors D Savage, S Gallant and S Wiles, be set up
to consider raising the profile of, and enhancements to, Felixstowe
in Flower in 2017; and,

ii. on the proviso that the grounds’ team ensure the health of the
flowers is not adversely affected, watering of the baskets and tubs
be undertaken by Council’s own staff and the contracted provision
from SC Norse not be renewed for 2017.

DRAFT BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS 2017-18

Committee considered first draft proposals for its element of the Council’s
2017-18 budget and reviewed the accompanying notes to the budget estimates
in the report.

Members asked that £6,000 be included within cost centre 301 under a new
code called ‘Christmas Events’. This provision was commensurate with
expenditure approved by Council over the previous two years for the ice rink.
The Clerk advised that donations and sponsorship could be sought to offset this
expenditure and it was agreed that the income estimated from donations and
sponsorship for this activity be set at £4,000 within this cost centre.

Initial budget estimations for ‘Civic Events’ had been set at £600. Members
asked that this be increased to £700 at this stage and suggested that F&GP be
asked to give further consideration to Civic Events provision.

It was agreed that funding for the monthly cleaning of four bus shelters should
be withdrawn for 2017-18. Members requested that the £800 this would have
cost to be combined with £800 funding for ‘Litter/Dog Bins’ within a new code
‘Street Furniture’ for 2017-18, totalling £1,600.
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Following the decision to trial in-house watering of the Felixstowe in Flower
baskets and tubs in 2017-18 it was agreed that the cost savings in ‘Repairs and
Maintenance’ be put in to ‘Flowers & Containers’ in order that a greater
investment could be made in the quality of the displays.

The Clerk advised that Suffolk Coastal Norse had provided a quote for the
Floral Bedding at the same price as the current year. One this basis it was
agreed that SC Norse should provide this service to the Council again in
2017/18.

RESOLVED that, subject to updating cost estimates as outlined above,
the draft proposals for the Civic & Community element of the Council’s
2017-18 budget be recommended, as per the report, to Council’s Finance
& General Purposes for further consideration.

280. MAYOR'’S CIVIC SERVICE
Committee considered a standard protocol for the setting of the Mayor’s Civic
Service. It was noted that the event was scheduled for 18" June 2017 and, as
this was the third Sunday in June, it was proposed that it be held on this
Sunday in future years.
A Member advised that Father's Day was also on this day each year.
Committee did not feel this to be a problem but agreed to review the protocol
again in future should it prove otherwise.
RESOLVED that the Mayor’s Civic Service be held annually on the third
Sunday in June.

281. CLOSURE
The meeting was closed at 9.30pm. The next meeting was noted as being
scheduled for Wednesday 14 December 2016 at 7.30pm.

Date: Chairman:
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