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MINUTES of the CIVIC & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE meeting held at Felixstowe 
Town Hall on Wednesday 19 April 2017 at 7.30pm 

 
PRESENT: Cllr D Savage (Chairman)  Cllr Jon Garfield 
 Cllr S Gallant (Vice-Chairman)  Cllr T Green 

Cllr Jan Garfield (ex-officio as Mayor) Cllr M Jepson 
Cllr C Barham Cllr S Wiles 
Cllr P Coleman  
  

OFFICERS:  Mr A Tadjrishi (Town Clerk) 
   
IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr N Barber 
   Mr P Gore, SCDC Head of Environmental Services  
   Mr A Reynolds, SCDC Environmental Protection Manager 
 
571. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Bloomfield and Cllr K 
Williams. 

 
572. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Member(s) Minute No.  Nature of Interest 

Cllr P Coleman 
Cllr S Gallant 
Cllr T Green 
Cllr D Savage 

All 
Local Non-Pecuniary (as Members of Suffolk 
Coastal District Council) 

Cllr Jon Garfield 576 
Local Non-Pecuniary (as associated with 
Orwell District Scouts) 

 
573. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

There were none. 
 

574. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Subject to an amendment to correct Minute #464 to read “Press & Media 
Policy” instead of “Occasional Grants Policy” it was RESOLVED that the 
Minutes of the Civic & Community Committee meeting held on 15 
February 2017 be signed as a true record. 
 

575. ANNUAL GRANTS AND OTHER PAYMENTS 
 
Committee considered the report on Annual Grants and other annual payments 
under its authority. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the payment of Annual Grants and other annual 
payments for 2017/18 be approved as presented in the report; and, that a 
report be requested from the Landguard Partnership on future funding 
proposals.  
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576. SCOUTS – ST GEORGES DAY REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
Committee considered a letter from the Orwell District Scouts for financial 
assistance towards their St. Georges Day Parade. Whilst it was acknowledged 
that the timing of the event was prior to the next Occasional Grant award, 
Members did not wish to set precedence for ad-hoc grant requests. It was 
agreed that £150 would be awarded to the Scouts from the Occasional Grants 
pot towards the Parade but that this would be a one-off provision. The Clerk 
was asked to advise the group that any further funding requests would only be 
considered in the usual way, via the formal grant application process, in future. 
 
Members also expressed some concern that the cost of the event meant that it 
was becoming difficult for the Scouts to meet the financial commitment required 
year-on-year.  
 
RESOLVED that £150 be awarded to the Orwell District Scouts towards 
the cost of holding the 2017 St. Georges Day Parade; and, in advising the 
Scouts that this would be a one-off awards, they be encouraged to 
consider how funding may be achieved from a variety of sources in 
preparation for next year’s event. 
 

577. PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDERS 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr P Gore, SCDC Head of Environmental Services, 
and Mr A Reynolds, SCDC Environmental Protection Manager, and invited 
them to address the Committee on the matter of Public Space Protection 
Orders (PSPOs). 
 
It was noted that Mr Gore had received Council’s positive feedback on the 
proposed PSPOs in relation to dog offences and Mr Reynolds confirmed that 
Suffolk Coastal District Council was aiming to have the relevant PSPOs ready 
in time for when all the existing Dog Control Orders were due to expire in 
October 2017. 
 
Members were advised that PSPOs could also be used to restrict other, 
otherwise legal, activities taking place in a public place if such activities were 
having (or were likely to have) a detrimental effect on quality of life.  It was 
agreed that a Working Group should be set up to consider whether there were 
any such activities taking place in Felixstowe’s public spaces and to explore the 
possible advantages and disadvantages of using PSPOs to limit them. 
 
Mr Gore confirmed that SCDC would support the Working Group with any 
relevant information it required. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllrs Peter Coleman, Steve Gallant, Tracy Green and 
Doreen Savage form a Working Group to consider the possible 
advantages and disadvantages of using PSPOs to support the safe 
enjoyment of public spaces in Felixstowe; reporting back to the 
Committee with its findings in due course. 
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578. CHRISTMAS ICE RINK 
 
Members considered the dates for the Christmas Ice Rink and agreed that it 
should be provided for 4 days from Wednesday 20th to Saturday 23rd December 
to avoid the school term. The Clerk advised that a 25% deposit would need to 
be paid to the operator to secure the rink booking. Members asked that the 
layout and ancillary attractions be reviewed in order to maximise the potential of 
the site at Great Eastern Square. 
 
RESOLVED that the deposit payment of £1,512.50+VAT be approved in 
order to confirm the provision of a synthetic ice rink at Great Eastern 
Square from Wednesday 20th to Saturday 23rd December; and, a report on 
further arrangements for the event to be brought to Committee in due 
course. 

 
579. ANNUAL MEETINGS 

 
Committee considered a report on arrangements for the Annual Town and 
Annual Council meetings and Council’s Civic Awards event. 
 
Members supported the principle of combining the Civic Awards with the 
Annual Town Meeting and holding this event a week prior to the Annual Council 
Meeting. It was acknowledged that attendance at the event was likely to 
necessitate a change of venue from the Town Hall as the Chamber was already 
at capacity for the Civic Awards this year. 
 
It was RESOLVED that it be recommended to Council that:  
 

i. the Annual Town Meeting should be held on the second 
Wednesday in May at 7pm each year; 

 
ii. the Civic Awards should be presented during the Annual Town 

Meeting;  
 

iii. the Civic & Community Committee should review arrangements 
and proposed costs for consideration by Council as part of its 
2018-19 budget review process and, 

 
iv. the Annual Council Meeting be held on the third Wednesday in May 

at 7pm each year. 
 

580. STREET FURNITURE - LITTER BINS 
 
Members considered the request for a dog waste bin and commented on the 
variable concentration of dog waste and litter bins as shown on a map of all the 
bins in Felixstowe. Committee agreed that, rather than considering one-off, ad-
hoc requests, the complete provision should be reviewed with SC Norse in 
order to understand how many bins were genuinely needed and where. It was 
hoped that this could result in a rationalisation of bins –leading to some being 
removed, some being relocated and some new bins being required – which 
would resolve the need for “ad-hoc” requests.  
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The Clerk was asked to contact SC Norse for their input and guidance as to 
which locations they consider under-provided and where there may be a surfeit. 
  
Following this, it was agreed that the local community should be consulted on 
any proposals being recommended.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be instructed to contact SC Norse to 
request a full review of dog waste and little bins in Felixstowe, reporting 
back to Committee in due course. 

 
581. TWINNING REPORT 

 
Committee received the report on recent twinning activities. The Mayor 
reported that the Burgermeisterien of Wesel, Ms Ulrike Westkamp, had invited 
the Council’s civic group to the PPP-Stadtfest in August.    
 
It was RESOLVED that the report on the recent twinning visit be noted; 
and, it was approved that the Mayor’s Secretary be invited to participate 
in the civic visit to Wesel in August 2017, with the transportation cost for 
the visiting civic group to be met from Council’s twinning budget.  
 

582. PASSCHENDAELE COMMEMORATION 
 
Committee received a report on preparations to commemorate the Battle of 
Passchendaele following the raising of the Armed Forces flag at 10am on 19th 
June 2017. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the arrangements for the commemoration of the 
Battle of Passchendaele on Monday 19th June 2017 be noted. 

 
583. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 

 
Committee reviewed the Council’s Community Engagement Strategy which had 
been updated to clarify arrangement for public speaking at meetings. 
  
It was RESOLVED that the Community Engagement Strategy as presented 
be finalised and recommended to Council for adoption for 2017-18. 
 

584. CLOSURE 
 

The meeting was closed at 9.15pm. The next meeting was noted as being 
scheduled for Wednesday 31 May 2017 at 7.30pm.  

 

 
 
 
Date:      Chairman:                 


