MINUTES of the PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE meeting held at
Felixstowe Town Hall on Wednesday 16 November 2016 at 9.15am

PRESENT: ClIr A Smith (Chairman) Cllr G Newman
Cllr S Bird Cllr S Wiles
Cllr S Gallant Cllr K Williams (from item 337)

Clir Jan Garfield

OFFICERS: Mr A Tadjrishi (Town Clerk)
Mrs R Jones (Estates Officer)

333. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from ClIr Jon Garfield and Clir D Savage.
Apologies for lateness were received from Cllr K Williams.

334. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Member(s) Ilil/lénute Nature of Interest

Clir S Bird Local Non-Pecuniary (as Members of Suffolk

Clir S Gallant Al Coastal District Council)

Clir A Smith
Local Non-Pecuniary (as a Member of

Clir G Newman Al 1 suffolk County Council)

Clir K Williams 3373 Local Non-Pecuniary (as a resident of
Gulpher Road)

335. REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION

There were none.

336. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning & Environment
Committee Meeting held on 2 November 2016 be signed by the Chairman
as atrue record.

Cllr K Williams arrived at this point.

337. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Committee considered the following planning applications received since
the last meeting and RESOLVED to submit the following observations to
Suffolk Coastal District Council:
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DC/16/4127/COU | Change of use of land for the storage of caravans
Cowpasture Farm Gulpher Road

Committee recommended REFUSAL. Whilst acknowledging that
the Urban Fringe policy AP208 has limited life, Felixstowe is
particularly vulnerable to change and AP208 asserts that:

“proposals for new development or changes of use of land or
buildings will be subject to the closest scrutiny against other
policies of the Plan. When assessing individual proposals, special
regard will be paid to their possible contribution towards a
cumulative impact on the area. In this respect and, indeed, for all
proposals, there should be no detrimental impact on the
landscape, minimal loss of high quality agricultural land, and
suitable access”

Accordingly, Committee considered the proposals to be contrary
to AP208 as the storage of caravans would be detrimental to this
locally prominent and attractive landscape in the Urban Fringe.

b)

DC/16/4184/FUL and DC/16/4185/LBC | Alteration of approved units 5
& 6 to form single dwelling, including minor alterations to existing
structure and replacement of one window with patio doors.

The Bartlet Undercliff Road

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/16/4479/FUL | Proposed single storey rear extension to existing
cartlodge | Hill House Gulpher Road

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/16/4381/PN3 | Prior Notification - Proposed change of use from
offices to residential to provide 24 units including existing caretaker flat
Cliff House Chevalier Road

Committee NOTED this Prior Notification.
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DC/16/4522/FUL | Remove existing manual doors from the shop front
e | and replace with automated bi fold doors painted white RAL9010
64 Hamilton Road

Felixstowe Town Council is vigorously opposed to this application
which contravenes, both in detail and in essence, the concept of
the Felixstowe Conservation Area. The original Edwardian shops in
Felixstowe are widely seen and accepted as being at the core of
the town’s origin and heritage. These aspects are fundamental to
the original creation of the Conservation Area itself. The WHSmith
premises, previously for nearly a century Burt's Grocery Store,
represent the best surviving example of that heritage.

We therefore regard that the insertion of intrusive and out of
character white metal doors, rate panel and proposed ATM
combine to destroy the very essence of the current appearance.

We note that the application refers to existing doors as being “non-
original” “metal power coated push double doors”. This is clearly
not the case, as both by observation and local knowledge the
doors are attractive panelled wood containing etched glass.

Felixstowe Town Centre has recently been voted in the top 5 of the
‘rising star’ category in the Great British High Street awards for
2016. It is due to the combination of an excellent modern retail
offer in the context of the attractive and original high street which
contributes greatly to Felixstowe’s current strong economy.

We would also refer to Paragraph 2.78 of the 2006 David Lock
Associates report, “ A local strategy for Felixstowe Peninsula”,
which states:

“Felixstowe’s Edwardian shop fronts are one the town’s great
architectural assets. Visitors’ perceptions of the town centre’s
guality depend greatly upon the visual integrity of the high street
and the degree of charm the shop fronts provide. This character is
sensitive to intervention and therefore the graphic interpretation of
shop front design, including colour, lettering style etc, needs to
[be] handled with great care. An incentive scheme to improve
fronts that fail to contribute positively to the aesthetic harmony of
the street elevation should be considered, and we recommend that
a single source professional design advisor is “on call” to guide
future change.”

For all the above reasons we believe this application should not be
supported and recommend REFUSAL.
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DC/16/4424/PN3 | Part 3 GPDO Prior Notification - prior approval of
change of use from offices (use class B1a) to up to 197 residential
apartments (use class C3) including associated internal works. Anzani
House, Anzani Avenue

Committee NOTED this Prior Notification.

DC/16/4483/FUL | Car Port & Store with 2m boundary fencing
9 | 15 cliff Road

Committee recommended REFUSAL. In light of the 2.0m fence to
the street frontage and, in particular, the requirement as a
consequence of the decking for a 2.3m fence to the neighbouring
property, the proposals were considered to be clearly in
contravention of DM23.

DC/16/4503/FUL | Domestic Property changing attached garage to a
domestic room with a 2nd storey above | 8 Links Avenue

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/16/4387/FUL | Conversion to nine letting room HMO | 1 Granville
Road

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

DC/16/4400/FUL | Proposed Two Storey Side Extension
37 Western Avenue

Committee recommended APPROVAL.

338. PLANNING DECISIONS

RESOLVED that the decisions received from Suffolk Coastal District
Council since the date of the previous agenda and up until the date of the
agenda for this meeting be noted.

339. SCDC RESPONSE TO FORMAL COMPLAINT

Committee considered the response received from the Chief Executive of Suffolk
Coastal District Council to Committee’s complaint dated 30 September 2016.
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It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Suffolk Coastal District Council to:

i. reiterate the Town Council’s concerns with regard to the application
of the Scheme of Delegation and associated failures in the
administration of planning matters; and,

ii.  request that, in their forthcoming review of changes made to the
Scheme of Delegation in relation to the determination of planning
applications, the concerns of local parish and town councils are
fully considered.

340. CORRESPONDENCE

a) Removal of BT Payphones. Consultation letter from Suffolk Coastal District
proposing the removal of 2 BT payphones at Junction of Church Lane & High
Street IP11 9BQ and O/S 101 High Road West IP11 9AJ. Committee had no
objections to their removal and no interest in adopting the kiosks.

b) SCDC Planning Portal Website Maintenance. Committee was advised that
work to upgrade to the SCDC website was scheduled to take place from
Friday 25" to Tuesday 29™ November. During this time there would be no
access to the domain which deals with planning, building control and
environmental services. It was requested that the Clerk should seek an
extension for comment by Committee on any applications which were
not available for consideration within the consultation period as a result
of the maintenance works.

Committee NOTED the above correspondence.
341. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed at 12.23pm. The date of the next meeting was noted as
being Wednesday 30 November 2016, 9.15am at Felixstowe Town Hall.

Date: Chairman:
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